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aness Continuum

| am very sick; | have Life is in jeopardy: | COU_|d die; |
a bad disease Uncertainty about living | am going to die
No prognostic Uncertainty about Explicit conscious-
awareness prognosis ness of death

Adapted from Sourkes, 1995
and Bluebond-Langner, 1995
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A three-year-old boy played the same
game with a stuffed duck and a toy
ambulance each time he was hospitalized.
The duck would be sick and need to go to
the hospital by ambulance. The boy
would move the ambulance, making siren
noises.

Sourkes, The Deepening Shade,1982 and Armfuls of Time, 1995
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Therapist:
Child:
Therapist:
Child:
Therapist:
Child:
Therapist:
Child:

How Is the duck?

Sick.

Where Is he going?

To the hospital.

What are they going to do?
Make him better.

Is he going to get better?
Yes, better.

Sourkes, 1982 and 1995
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Same child, during his final admission:

Therapist: How is the duck?
Child: Sick.
Therapist: s he going to get better?
Child: 'shaking his head slowly]
Duckie not get better. Duckie die.

Sourkes, 1982 and 1995
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